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1, At noon on 6 June 1953, 


Rudolf Steinwand, head of the Iron 


and St eel Main Depai'tsient of the Ministry for Metallurgy and Ore Mining in East 
Bex"^lin| | effective at once, the SED Polltbuero had ordered rigorcois plan 

change Steinwand requested the leading employees to come to the office on 
Sunday, ? June 19537 to prepare new plan proposals* 
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2. On 7 June 1953, thd^ployees of the Ministry for Metallurgy ajod Ore Hininfr 
and those of the mnistry for Light Industry who had appeared 

to revise the plans , were sent heme again;, as the nm; documents for the two mirLlS‘“ 
tries had not yet been completed by the iioviet High Commission la Kardshorst. 

3 . On Wednesday 10 June 1953,- a conference of the department heads of the Iron 
and Steel Indus try-f-kin Depertraent-took place under the chairmansliip of 
department head V/ilhela Salzer. Salser then gave a detailed report on the 
measures ordered by the SSD Politbuero^ stating that the ministers were 
directed to slow down the industrial development to improve the supply of 
the population with consumer goods^and that the 1953 econoaQr plan and the 
1954 1955 plans would have to be revised on the basis of these iswasures 

3ali^er finally fited the directives by Minister Selbtaann for the changes 

to be executed in the field of the activity of the Iron and Steel Industry-- 
l%iB Department^and str«iBS®d that the figures quoted in the directives of 
the I^nister had not yet been confimeds and^ consequently,^ could be changed, 

I!® added that a raeeting of the Minis teriai Council was called for 12 June 1953 
which would possibly confirm the proposals of the Mnister 
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1. 


1 Cqi®l^^ y The ‘jjewi|ipla^^§^ ^5® :ste^l;gu(ytas for the iron 

-STid VEBs indicate that» as compared with previoxis plan figures 

the following changes are scheduled. 
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I'reirions 1954 
(iTj tons) 


l:ig iron l$B55vC‘00 

Raw steel. 2^9951000 


1954 plan 
figure on 
the basin of 
the pi*esent 
report 
(in tons ) 


iTevious 1955 
plan fig^rre 
(in tons ) 


i//QO,,000 2,035,000 

2,735,000 3,720,000 


1955 plan 
figure on 
the basis of 
Uie present 
rept^rt 
(in tons ) 


1,E5C,0GC 

3,000,000 


These ataT.s'flents indicate that no considerable increase in production is to b® 

CT50eted tin til 1955. 


■SSDliE’i: 
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